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HARTFORD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Wednesday, May 18, 2022 

Draft Meeting Minutes 

 

Members Present: Susanne Walker Abetti, Robin Adair Logan, Pat Stark and Chair Jonathan Schechtman. 

 Staff Present: Town Planner Matt Osborn. 

Others Present: Rich McKenna, Angela Mcardle and Tim Adams of the VA Hospital.   

 

A hybrid meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held on Wednesday, May 18, 2022.  Chair Jonathan 

Schechtman called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.  Jonathan read the hybrid meeting script followed by a roll call.                      

              

1. Changes to the Agenda: Jonathan Schechtman asked if there are any changes to the agenda.  There were none.               

 

2. Minutes of the April 13, 2022 HHPC Meeting: Jonathan Schechtman asked if there are any revisions to the 

minutes of April 13th meeting.  There were none.  Pat Stark made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 

13th meeting as written.  Susanne Walker Abetti seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.             

 

3. VA Hospital Section 106 Review: Engineer and Project Manager Rich McKenna of the VA Hospital was 

present to discuss the VA water main replacement project.  Supervisory Engineer Tim Adams and Senior 

Historic Preservation Specialist Angela Mcardle also were in attendance.  According to Rich McKenna, the 

project will abandon an 8” connection to the Town water main that is located in the Dunkin Donuts parking lot 

and replace it with a 10” water main connection to the Town 12” water main located on the lawn on the 

adjacent Piplyn property east of the Dunkin Donuts.  Rich noted that VTrans requires boring under the highway.  

As a result, the project will require pipe jacking under the highway with the water main within a sleeve pipe.  

Rich noted that the project will require excavation pits on either side of Route 5 and the pits will be fenced.  

Vegetation will be removed and will be restored following construction.  Rich stated that they hope to complete 

construction in 2022.  He added that utility easements are required.  He stated that the project triggers the 

National Environmental Policy Act and Section 106 Review.  As a result, VA staff are present to discuss the 

project and answer any questions.   

 

Matt Osborn asked if they could elaborate on the archaeological investigation.  Senior Historic Preservation 

Specialist Angela Mcardle responded that a Phase I archaeological investigation was completed for the entirety 

of the VA Hospital property in 2016.  No artifacts were found.  

 

Jonathan stated that he sees no issues affecting historic resources with the project.  The HHPC agreed.  Robin 

Adair Logan commented that the project is very thorough.  She made a motion to accept the project as 

submitted.  The motion was seconded by Pat Stark and approved 4 to 0.  Jonathan thanked Rich for presenting 

the plans to the HHPC.  He added that the presentation was very succinct and edifying.   

   

4. Historic District Signs: Matt reported that Pat Stark contacted him a few weeks ago about a missing historic 

district sign on the east end of Hartford Village and a leaning signpost with a barely hanging historic district 

sign on the west end of Hartford Village.  Matt noted that he re-attached the historic district sign and 

straightened the signpost on the west side sign.  He picked up the signpost on the east side sign and brought it 

back to the Town Hall.  Matt is unaware of what happened to the missing historic district sign.  Susanne asked 

if the Police Department was contacted.  Matt responded no.  Susanne suggested reporting it to the Police 

Department.  Jonathan suggested posting a notice on the Hartford Listserv about the sign.  The HHPC agreed.  

Susanne asked how the signs were funded.  Matt responded with HHPC funds and donations.  Robin Adair  

stated that the Town’s insurance policy may cover some of the replacement costs.  She expressed concern that 

this is the second time a historic district sign was stolen.  The other sign was on the north end of Wilder Village.  

Jonathan suggested replacing with tamper-proof screws.  The HHPC agreed.      

 

Matt stated that he contacted sign maker Steve Arkwright about making new signs for the Terraces Historic 

District.  Steve has retired and doesn’t do the work anymore.  Matt stated that we will have to find another sign 

maker.  He noted that he requested that Steve provide the Town with the computer files of the historic district 
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signs.  Jonathan suggested Anything Printed in Taftsville as a quality sign maker.  Susanne agreed and noted 

that they are historically-minded.     

 

Matt noted that after more than ten years, some of the signposts need to be scraped, sanded and repainted.  He 

suggested doing an inventory of the historic district signs and obtaining the paint color and brand from Steve 

Arkwright.  The HHPC agreed.  Jonathan thought that this might be a good project for the Boy Scouts.      

 

5. Hartford Performing Arts History 2022 CLG Grant: Matt reported that the Vermont Division for Historic 

Preservation executed the grant agreement for the project so we may now begin work on it.  Matt noted that he 

is currently working on other projects but hopes to work on the Request for Proposals sometime in June.  Matt 

noted that he will provide a draft RFP to the HHPC for their review.     

 

6. WRJ Railroad Station Canopy: Matt reported that he contacted VTrans Senior Architectural Historian Kyle 

Obenauer about the plans to demolish the south canopy at the WRJ Railroad Station.  Kyle has not 

reviewed the proposed project under 22 VSA 14 or Section 106 yet since there are a lot of upgrades 

anticipated at the WRJ Depot in the near future.  He noted that VTrans is still in the process of budgeting 

and planning that work, including canopy removal. Once canopy removal is a programmed project with 

dedicated funding and an anticipated construction date, Kyle will contact us to solicit comments and 

feedback from the HHPC.   

 

Kyle Obenauer also reported that the Depot’s original weathervane that was stolen in the 1980s may have 

been recovered.  Recently, an art recovery organization, Art Loss, based in London found the weathervane 

listed at a Sotheby’s auction in NYC.  VTrans is working with Art Loss to recover the weathervane.  Their 

tentative plan is to bring the weathervane back to WRJ Depot and possibly display it inside the station.  

VTrans will be in touch with the HHPC once the weathervane is back in Vermont. The HHPC  was thrilled 

to hear this news.   

 

7. Depot Street House: Matt reported that he was informed that renovation work on the house at 99 Depot Street 

has commenced.  The HHPC was pleased to hear that.    

    

7. Quechee Fells Barn: Matt reported that the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation was interested in finding 

out if the Town or the Hartford Historical Society had any information to add to the Individual Property Survey 

Form for the Quechee Fells Barn.  At some point, the Quechee Lakes Landowner’s Association will be coming 

back with an Act 250 amendment to take down some of the newer rear additions to the main barn.  At that 

point, the HHPC will be contacted for comments.          

    

8. Annual Downtown/Historic Preservation Conference: Matt reported that he has registered all four HHPC 

members for the annual Downtown/Historic Preservation Conference in St. Johnsbury scheduled for Thursday, 

June 9th.                            

 

9. HHPC Opening: Matt noted that there is still an opening on the HHPC. He noted that he hasn’t heard from 

anyone interested in joining the HHPC recently.  He asked the HHPC if they would like Matt to prepare a 

posting on the List Serv seeking applicants.  The HHPC responded yes.             

 

10. Announcements: Jonathan announced that a retirement celebration will be held for Bill Jenny, Manager of the 

President Calvin Coolidge Historical Site in Plymouth on Sunday, 5/22 at 3-5 p.m..    

 

11. Next HHPC Meeting: Jonathan noted that the next HHPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 15th at 

5:00 p.m.                       

 

12. Adjournment: Robin Adair made a motion to adjourn.  It was seconded by Jonathan and approved.  The meeting 

adjourned at 6:06 p.m.  

 

 

 


